[Properties of the Ebola virus glycoprotein].
In central and west Africa, Ebola virus, a member of the filovirus group, has produced sporadic outbreaks of lethal disease. This virus causes hemorrhagic fever in humans and nonhuman primates, resulting in mortality rates of up to 90%. Although there are no satisfactory biologic explanations for this extreme virulence, it has been suggested that functions of the envelope glycoprotein are likely to play important roles in the pathogenicity of Ebola virus.